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About SMA
WHAT IS THE SEATTLE 
MUNICIPAL ARCHIVES?

SMA's holdings document the history, 

development, and activities of the 

agencies and elected officials of the City 

of Seattle. (That is, records created or 

received by City government.)

See our Introduction to the Archives 

course for more information.



What types of
moving images

are in the Archives?



Collections Overview
SMA is home to over 30 moving image collections, 

which combined contain over 12,000 items in a 

wide variety of film, videotape, and born-digital 

formats. Over 8600 items are cataloged and over 

6600 of these are currently digitized, available to 

stream and download on SMA's website. 



1909-2018
COVERAGE DATE RANGE

1925-2009
BULK OF CATALOGED 

RECORDINGS

Dates of collection



Coverage Dates 
CONTENT CREATION CONTEXT

Although some moving images in SMA's collections are cataloged as 

covering dates as early as 1869, most of these are presentations or 

documentaries that use still images, maps, documents and historical 

information from that time period. The earliest moving image recording 

at SMA was recorded in 1909.

http://archives.seattle.gov/digital-collections/index.php/Detail/objects/204658
http://archives.seattle.gov/digital-collections/index.php/Detail/objects/204658


Moving Image Content
Moving image col lect ions are made up of  product ions and footage created by 
C i ty  departments  document ing pro jects ,  employee t ra in ing,  publ ic  serv ice 
announcements  and outreach,  meet ings ,  celebrat ions ,  and events .  Our  four  
la rgest  col lect ions inc lude:

Seattle Channel Seattle City Light Seattle Fire 
Department

Seattle Engineering 
Department



Seattle 
Channel
1985– 2016 

The Seattle Channel collection is comprised of events filmed and productions 
created by the Seattle Channel, including raw footage and programming. Content 
features series and special features highlighting the diverse civic and cultural 
landscape of Seattle such as public affairs; government meetings and press 
conferences; arts coverage; news/lifestyle magazine shows; community features; 
and panel discussions and interviews with local leaders and national figures. 
Recordings include b-roll, raw footage, and public service announcements, as well 
as final productions.

Video coverage of select Seattle City Council meetings, forums, and public 
hearings from 2000 to 2008 for which no separate audio recording exists can be 
found in this collection.



Seattle 
City Light
1929 - 2011

Moving images created by Seattle City Light depict various activities and facilities 
at the department. The footage includes finished productions, raw footage, and 
outtakes. Public service announcements are also included and cover subjects 
about electricity conservation and safety, and City Light's apprenticeship training 
program. Other footage documents the history, planning and construction of 
various projects including substations, transmission towers, the Skagit 
Hydroelectric Project, and the Lighting Design Lab.

Workplace culture at the department is illustrated through a variety of mediums 
including training videos, employee recognition, awards programs, celebrations, 
employee forums, and video newsletters including Switches, Connections, 
Network on TV (NTV) and Netline.



Seattle 
Engineering 
Department
1909 – 1999 

Moving images created by Engineering Department primarily document various 
engineering and public works projects between the 1920s and 1990s. Content 
includes raw footage, outtakes and B-roll, as well as final productions of 
documentaries, public service announcements, training videos, special reports, 
community and departmental celebrations (such as groundbreaking ceremonies, 
grand openings, and awards presentations) and a few films that could be 
classified as home movies.

Transportation planning and construction are heavily featured, including various 
bridge, freeway, traffic control and street projects in Seattle. Specific projects of 
note are the Ross and Diablo Dams, the Tolt River Watershed, the first and 
second Denny Regrades, Fremont Bridge, University Bridge, Ballard Bridge, the 
Alaskan Seawall, the Alaskan Way Viaduct, and the West Seattle Bridge.



Seattle Fire 
Department
1940 – 1988 

Moving images created by or for the Seattle Fire Department, primarily from 
the 1960s through the 1980s. Topics include public service announcements, 
footage of training exercises, recruitment spots, fire safety and prevention 
education, and coverage of local fires, as well as departmental participation 
in public events and celebrations.

Of special note are the School and Fire Safe Education (S.A.F.E.) program 
films. Between 1977-1988, the Seattle Fire Department’s Public Education 
Office produced a series of original animated films as a component of their 
fire safety and prevention curriculum which was presented by the Fire 
Department in King County elementary schools.



Moving Image Types
FOOTAGE FEATURES

Documentaries Celebrations, 
Ceremonies 

& Events

Public Service 
Announcements

Educational 
Programming

Employee 
Training

Press 
Conferences

City Council 
Proceedings

Local News Special Projects B-roll Footage Interviews City Planning & 
Construction



Seattle City Council
In 2000, the Seattle Channel began recording video footage 

(vs. just audio) of Seattle City Council (SCC) events including 

Council Committee and Full Council meetings, briefings, 

public hearings, public forums, and brown bag events. Many 

of these videos are available in Digital Collections.

For SCC proceedings prior to 2000, please see audio 

recordings in Digital Collections.

If you can’t find the SCC video you are looking for, please see 

the Seattle Channel website.

http://archives.seattle.gov/digital-collections/
https://www.seattlechannel.org/MayorCityCouncil


Original Formats
SMA’s  mov ing image hold ings  are  in  a  
var iety  of  formats :

Analog Film Analog Video Analog-Digital 
Video



Analog Film Formats
TYPES OF FILM MEDIA AT SMA

35MM 16MM 8MM SUPER8



Analog Video Formats
TYPES OF VIDEO MEDIA AT SMA

3/4" U-MATIC BETACAM 1-INCH TYPE C

1/2" TAPE VHS & S-VHS HI8



Analog-Digital Video Formats
TYPES OF VIDEO MEDIA AT SMA

D-2 DIGIBETA DVD

HDV

DV

DVCPRO

BORN 
DIGITAL



What is digital video?
ANALOG-TO-DIGITAL TRANSFERS

Analog (film, VHS, etc.) and analog-digital recordings (DVCAM, 
Digital Betacam, etc.) that have been transferred to digital files 

are transferred or digital moving images. 

BORN DIGITAL
Born digital moving images were 

recorded via a digital camera.

DIGITAL FILES
Not all moving image records in 

SMA's collections are available in 
a digital format. If a moving image 

has an associated file, it will be 
available for playback and 

download in Digital Collections. 



How do I find 
moving images?



Digital 
Collections
Moving images are individually cataloged in 

Digital Collections. If a digital copy of the 

moving image is available, it will be included in 

the catalog record. Files can be downloaded 

directly from a catalog record.

http://archives.seattle.gov/digital-collections/


Catalog Records
A MOVING IMAGE'S CATALOG RECORD MAY
CONTAIN MANY TYPES OF INFORMATION

Item Identifier Date Record Series Title Featured 
People

Subject Terms Production 
Location

Content 
Description

Media Formats Footage Type



Click on the 
item to take a 
closer look at 

a moving 
image record.

screenshot of video catalog record

https://archives.seattle.gov/digital-collections/index.php/Detail/objects/204862


Browse Moving Images
To view all moving image currently cataloged, you can browse through all cataloged 
records in Digital Collections by clicking on "Browse" at the top of the page and then 
selecting "Moving Images" from the list.



Search Types
BASIC & ADVANCED SEARCHING

There are two ways to search for moving images in Digital Collections: 

Basic Search and Advanced Search. Basic Search (shown here) will cast a wide net 

and search results will include more than film and video recordings.



Advanced Search

The advanced search 
form allows you to limit 
your search to moving 
images only, and also 
has options to search by 
date, subject, type of 
footage, and other fields.

http://archives.seattle.gov/digital-collections/index.php/Search/advanced/objects
http://archives.seattle.gov/digital-collections/index.php/Search/advanced/objects


Streaming
If a digital copy is available, you can watch moving image recordings, by clicking play the play 
button on the video player. For recordings longer than 30 minutes, allow the page to load for a 
few minutes prior to playback or download. Video quality varies based on original format.



Share Search Results
Use the "share" button to send a set of results to yourself or someone else.



How do I get copies of 
moving image recordings?



Downloading Files
There are two methods for downloading moving image 
files from Digital Collections. Before downloading, make 
sure the video file has fully loaded in your browser.

1. Click the download button at the top left of the video 
player.

or

2. Right click on the video and select “Save Video As”



Download not working?
TROUBLESHOOTING DOWNLOADS
If you are having issues with a download (either where the file will not download or the 

download is incomplete), there are several troubleshooting steps you can try:

• wait a few minutes and try downloading again

• refresh the page, wait a few minutes and then try downloading the file again

• try downloading the file the alternative way than your first attempt

• try closing completely out of your browser, reopen and try again

• check Internet Archive

• contact us at archives@seattle.gov to request a copy

mailto:archives@seattle.gov


Player
MUST BE PRESENT PRIOR TO PLAYBACK OR DOWNLOAD



REFRESH
sometimes 4-5 times before 
the player will appear

WAIT
2-10 minutes depending on 
internet speed and video 
length (if you have more 
than one tab open with an 
SMA record, loading time 
will increase).

DOWNLOAD
try downloading again (you 
should see the downloader 
processing vs. an instant 
download)

Player troubleshooting



Are all moving image 
records online?
NO, NOT ALL CATALOGED 
RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE 
ONLINE IN A DIGITAL 
FORMAT. 

Transfer of analog film and video to 
digital files continues on an ongoing 
basis. 

To limit your search to only records that 
have been digitized, apply the "has digital 
object" filter to your results.



How do I get copies of 
moving images without
a digital file?
JUST ASK US!

If you come across a moving image that does not currently 

have a corresponding digital file, you can request that it be 

transferred by contacting the Archives at archives@seattle.gov. 

Include the item identifier number or a link to the catalog 

record.

Not all moving images can be digitized in-house. We can 

transfer most of the videotape formats in our collections, but 

cannot process film on site. Film materials will need to be sent 

to a local vendor for capture (fees apply; please contact us with 

any questions or requests for film transfers). 

mailto:archives@seattle.gov


Can I get a hi-res copy of a 
video with a digital file?
JUST ASK US!

If you would like to receive a higher quality copy of a 
moving image that currently has a corresponding digital 
file, you can request a file by contacting the Archives at 
archives@seattle.gov. Include the item identifier number or 
a link to the catalog record.

Hi-res copies will be delivered in SMA's preservation 
format for moving image recordings:
• FFV1 version 3
• 10 bit
• Matroska (MKV)

MP4V

MKV

mailto:archives@seatttle.gov


Requesting Digital Copies
If you would like to request a copy of a moving image recording that does not currently have an 
associated digital file available or would like to receive a hi-res copy, please contact us and 
include the following information.

a link to the catalog record

or the item identifier number



Analog-to-Digital Transfers
PROCESSING & DELIVERING DIGITAL COPIES

A film or video must play back in real time to be transferred 
to a digital format, meaning if a meeting is 6 hours long, the 
recording will need to play for 6 hours in order to be 
captured as a digital file. Depending on the length of the 
moving image you request, it may take a few days to 
receive a copy. For more details about this process, please 
see our Virtual Tour for audiovisual materials. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GOMLVsdGsVA


What if I can't find the moving 
image I'm looking for?

There are a few methods to locate specific moving images not 
found in your search results:

• Consult the SMA Digital Collections Walkthrough instructions 
for suggestions on how to modify your search to include other 
results.

• Ask us! Contact an archivist at archives@seattle.gov for help 
finding video or any other records. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/tempshare-stage.storyline.articulate.com/sto_1foo6g27t153a1i5bl6l1p1l1hos9/story_content/external_files/SMAWalkThrough.pdf
mailto:archives@seattle.gov


What are other ways to 
explore moving images?



YouTube 
Channel
SMA’s YouTube Channel features 
select moving images from our 
collections, curated into playlists by 
collection and topic. Some of these 
videos feature closed captioning.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCC9MOnyhiHBINthDWJE-GDQ


Internet Archive
Select moving image records are available in 

the SMA subcollection, part of the MIPoPS 

collection on Internet Archive. If a video is 

available there, the download will be more 

consistently successful and long videos will 

be slightly higher quality. Use the item 

identifier number to search for the moving 

image record you are looking for. Some of 

these videos feature closed captioning. 

https://archive.org/details/seattlemunicipalarchives


Seattle Segments
MULTIMEDIA EXHIBITS

SMA holds records created by or for City agencies and elected officials, including moving 
images, photographs, textual records, maps, and audio recordings. Context and the 
interrelatedness of the records is an important concept when using the records for research. 

Seattle Segments use a variety of formats to explore pieces of Seattle's history and this 
interconnectedness. Excerpts from moving images and audio recordings are woven 
together with photographs and textual records in these short pieces and provide an 
opportunity for a deeper exploration into topics than is possible with one format alone. 
Resources for additional research are listed for each topic. Topics include:

• West Seattle Bridge
• Houseboats in Seattle
• Urban Renewal: Yesler-Atlantic "T"

http://www.seattle.gov/cityarchives/exhibits-and-education/seattle-segments


Contact Us!
WE'RE HERE TO HELP

PHONE
(206) 684-8353

EMAIL
archives@seattle.gov

mailto:archives@seattle.gov
mailto:archives@seattle.gov
mailto:archives@seattle.gov
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